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the resolution of a D/A converter in a high speed and large
capacity digital communication, a transmission device
according to an exemplary aspect of the present invention
includes an encoding unit encoding input data; an unequal-
interval quantization unit quantizing an output signal from the
encoding unit by a quantization level number based on a
resolution of a subsequent digital-to-analog conversion unit
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ment unit adjusting an output level of the digital-to-analog
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TRANSMISSION DEVICE, TRANSMISSION
METHOD, AND COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

This application is a National Stage Entry of PCT/JP2012/
067764 filed Jul. 5, 2012, which claims priority from Japa-
nese Patent Application 2011-153154 filed Jul. 11, 2011, the
contents of all of which are incorporated herein by reference,
in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a transmission device, a
transmission method, and a communication system which are
used for digital communications.

BACKGROUND ART

A high-speed D/A (digital to analog) converter and a high-
speed A/D (analog to digital) converter have been used in
communication devices at a transmission side and a reception
side with an increase in speed and capacity of digital com-
munication. With such increase in speed of the D/A converter
and the A/D converter, the communication devices at the
transmission side and the reception side have come to be able
to perform various compensation processes and an advanced
waveform equalization process by means of a DSP (Digital
Signal Processing).

For example, in digital coherent optical communication, a
communication device is known which performs processes
such as the compensation process for frequency/phase offset,
the compensation process for polarization fluctuation, and the
compensation process for chromatic dispersion, or the like by
a DSP. As an example, in Non Patent Literature 1, a reception
device is described which performs the compensation process
for chromatic dispersion to a reception signal by a DSP.

In Patent Literature 1 and Patent Literature 2, a transmis-
sion device is described which performs the compensation
process for chromatic dispersion using a pre-equalization
technology to signals to be transmitted by a DSP. As shown in
FIG. 14, the transmission device encodes input data in an
encoding circuit, and then performs in advance a waveform
shaping process to cancel waveform distortion arising in a
transmission line by a pre-equalization operation circuit
based on an amount of chromatic dispersion of the transmis-
sion line. The transmission device outputs, using the D/A
converter, an analog signal proportional to a value indicated
by a digital signal output from the pre-equalization operation
circuit, and drives an I/Q modulator through a driver amplifier
to generate an optical transmission signal.

FIG. 15A shows an example of a transmission waveform of
the optical signal transmitted from the transmission device.
FIG. 15B shows an example of a reception waveform of the
optical signal input into a reception device after the optical
signal with the transmission waveform shown in FIG. 15A
has been transmitted. Thus, it turns out that a good reception
waveform with the chromatic dispersion in the transmission
line compensated can be obtained by using the transmission
waveform to which a pre-equalization operation has been
performed.

Such chromatic dispersion compensation process by the
DSP replaces a conventional chromatic dispersion compen-
sation process using a dispersion compensating fiber. As seen
above, with an increase in speed of the D/A converter and the
A/D converter, it has become possible to perform the various
compensation processes by means of the DSP in a transmis-
sion side or a reception side, which have been controlled by
analog processes. This enables the communication device to

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

improve and its cost to decrease, and enhances the practicality

of digital coherent communications.

Non Patent Literature 2 describes an example of a D/A
converter used in the transmission device in the high speed
and large capacity digital communication which is repre-
sented by such digital coherent communication. The D/A
converter is configured so that an output level interval for each
code value of the input will be as equal as possible. As a result,
the D/A converter has a linear transfer characteristic as shown
in FIG. 16. In FIG. 16, when code values represented by an
input waveform (a) are input into the D/A converter, the D/A
converter outputs an analog signal represented by an output
waveform (b). Thus, the D/A converter can perform the D/A
conversion with high-resolution (effective number of bit:
ENOB) and low distortion.

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2007-267001

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 2008-124893

Non Patent Literature 1: Doug McGhan, Charles Laperle,
Alexander Savchenko, Chuandong Li, Gary Mak, and
Maurice O’Sullivan “5120-km RZ-DPSK Transmission
Over G.652 Fiber at 10 Gb/s Without Optical Dispersion
Compensation”, IEEE Photon. Technol. Lett., vol. 17, no.
3, pp. 714-716, March 2005.

Non Patent Literature 2: Yurity M. Greshchev, Daniel Pollex,
Shing-Chi Wang, Marinette Besson, Philip Flemeke, Ste-
fan Szilagyi, Jorge Aguirre, Chris Falt, Naim Ben-Hamida,
Robert Gibbins, Peter Schvan, “A 56 GS/s 6 b DAC in 65
nm CMOS with 256x6 b Memory”, ISSCC Dig. Tech.
Papers, pp. 544-634, February 2011.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

With a further increase in the demand for a high speed and
large capacity network, a D/A converter with higher speed
and higher resolution is required for the transmission device
for the digital communication. For example, in a next genera-
tion optical communication system in which a communica-
tion speed exceeds 100 Gbps (bits per second), it is supposed
that a multi-level modulation method or an OFDM (Orthogo-
nal Frequency-Division Multiplexing) modulation method
will be adopted. A D/A converter with higher speed and
higher resolution is required for the transmission device used
in such optical communication system.

In an ultrafast D/A converter whose sampling rate exceeds
several tens of GSps (Samples per second), however, the
influence of the variation in the characteristics of elements
composing the D/A converter becomes larger. Using the con-
figuration described in Non Patent Literature 2 mentioned
above, therefore, it is difficult to control the output level
interval for each code value of the input with a high degree of
accuracy and at regular intervals due to the limitation of the
circuit speed and the power consumption. Accordingly, it is
difficult for the D/A converter having the above-mentioned
configuration to satisfy both high resolution and high speed at
the same time.

Lack of the resolution of the D/A converter causes prob-
lems for the communication in which it is required to transmit
and receive a signal having a complex waveform with a high
degree of accuracy such as, in particular, communication
under low SNR (signal-to-noise ratio), communication using
an optical signal to which high chromatic dispersion is added,
communication adopting multi-level modulation or OFDM,
or the like. For example, in such communication, even when
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the transmission device performs a compensation process for
waveform distortion by means of a DSP in advance, the effect
of the compensation process for waveform distortion cannot
be sufficiently obtained by the DSP if the resolution of the
D/A converter is insufficient. Accordingly, in such transmis-
sion devices, a problem has occurred that system perfor-
mance deteriorates due to lack of the resolution of the D/A
converter.

The present invention has been devised in order to solve the
above-mentioned problem, and the object of the present
invention is to provide a transmission device which can
resolve the deterioration in transmission characteristics due
to lack of the resolution of a D/ A converter in a high speed and
large capacity digital communication.

Means for Solving a Problem

A transmission device according to an exemplary aspect of
the present invention includes an encoding unit encoding
input data; an unequal-interval quantization unit quantizing
an output signal from the encoding unit by a quantization
level number based on a resolution of a subsequent digital-
to-analog conversion unit by using an unequally spaced quan-
tization level interval based on the output signal; the digital-
to-analog conversion unit converting an output signal from
the unequal-interval quantization unit into an analog signal;
an output level adjustment unit adjusting an output level of the
digital-to-analog conversion unit so as to compensate a dif-
ference between a predetermined initial transfer function and
a transfer function of the unequal-interval quantization unit;
and a modulation unit generating a transmission signal based
on an output signal of the digital-to-analog conversion unit
adjusted by the output level adjustment unit.

A communication system according to an exemplary
aspect of the present invention includes the above-mentioned
transmission device and a reception device receiving data
transmitted from the transmission device.

A transmission method according to an exemplary aspect
of'the present invention includes the steps of: encoding input
data; quantizing an encoded signal by a quantization level
number based on a resolution of a subsequent digital-to-
analog conversion process by using an unequally spaced
quantization level interval based on the signal; in converting
an quantized signal into an analog signal, adjusting an output
level of the analog signal so as to compensate a difference
between a transfer function expressing an unequal-interval
quantization and an initial transfer function set in advance;
and generating a transmission signal based on an adjusted
analog signal.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, a transmission device
can be provided which can resolve the deterioration in trans-
mission characteristics due to lack of the resolution of a D/A
converter in a high speed and large capacity digital commu-
nication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a transmission
device according to the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of a transmission
device according to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
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FIG. 3A is a figure showing an example of a waveform of
a signal output from a waveform shaping circuit according to
the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3B is a figure showing an amplitude frequency distri-
bution of the waveform shown in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3C is a figure to explain an unequally spaced quanti-
zation level interval set based on the amplitude frequency
distribution shown in FIG. 3B.

FIG. 4 is a figure to explain a transfer function of an
unequal-interval quantization circuit according to the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a figure to explain a transfer function of a D/A
converter whose output level is adjusted by an output level
adjustment unit according to the second exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 6A is a figure to explain a quantization error due to
equal-interval quantization.

FIG. 6B is a figure to explain a quantization error of an
unequal-interval quantization circuit according to the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7A is a figure to explain a quantization error arising
with time in a D/A conversion process with an equal-interval
quantization.

FIG. 7B is a figure to explain a quantization error arising
with time in a D/A conversion process using an unequal-
interval quantization circuit according to the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7C is a figure to explain reduction in quantization
noise by a D/A conversion process in the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a functional block diagram of another aspect of a
transmission device according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a functional block diagram of a transmission
device according to the third exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 is a figure showing an appearance frequency dis-
tribution of a power of a signal waveform output from a
pre-equalization operation circuit according to the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a figure to explain a transfer function of an
unequal-interval quantization circuit according to the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a figure to explain a transfer function of a D/A
converter whose output level is adjusted by an output level
adjustment unit according to the third exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a functional block diagram of a transmission
device according to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 14 is a figure showing a schematic configuration of a
transmission device of a related technology.

FIG. 15A is a figure showing a transmission waveform
whose waveform is shaped by a transmission device of a
related technology.

FIG. 15B is a figure showing a reception waveform of a
signal input into a reception device after transmitting a signal
with the transmission waveform shown in FIG. 15A.

FIG. 16 is a figure to explain a transfer characteristic of a
D/A converter used in a transmission device of a related
technology.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The exemplary embodiments of the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to drawings below.
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The First Exemplary Embodiment

The configuration of a transmission device 1 according to
the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention is
shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, the transmission device 1 includes
an encoding unit 11, an unequal-interval quantization unit 12,
a digital-to-analog conversion unit 13, an output level adjust-
ment unit 14, and a modulation unit 15.

The encoding unit 11 encodes input data based on a pre-
determined modulation method adopted for the transmission
device 1.

The unequal-interval quantization unit 12 quantizes the
output signal from the encoding unit 11 by application of the
unequally spaced quantization level interval based on the
output signal. Here, the unequally spaced quantization level
interval means that at least one quantization level interval,
which is included among the quantization level intervals
obtained by dividing a range of the values that the output
signal from the encoding unit 11 can take by a number based
on the quantization level, is different from another quantiza-
tion level interval. For example, the unequal-interval quanti-
zation unit 12 may set the quantization level interval in an
unequally spaced interval so as to have more densely spaced
interval in a part showing a waveform for which the regen-
eration is required with a high degree of accuracy at the
reception side based on the shape of the waveform of the
output signal from the encoding unit 11. The waveform
described above means a waveform representing a time varia-
tion in digital values that is indicated by the digital signal
output from the encoding unit 11, and is represented as simply
waveform below.

It is assumed that the quantization level of the output signal
from the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 corresponds to
an input bit precision of the digital-to-analog conversion unit
13. For example, it is assumed that the output signal from the
encoding unit 11 has 1 bits and the input bits of the digital-
to-analog conversion unit 13 are equal to m bits. In this case,
the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 quantizes the output
signal having 1 bits in width from the encoding unit 11 into 2™
steps with the unequally spaced quantization level interval.

For example, it is acceptable for the unequal-interval quan-
tization unit 12 to set the quantization level interval so as to be
inversely proportional to the frequency distribution of an
amplitude level of the output waveform from the encoding
unit 11. Alternatively, it is acceptable for the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12 to set the quantization level interval so as
to be inversely proportional to an absolute value of the gra-
dient of the frequency distribution. Alternatively, in order to
perform a digital signal processing for a sharp signal chang-
ing, it is also acceptable for the unequal-interval quantization
unit 12 to quantize more densely the region in which the
waveform changes sharply, and more sparsely the region in
which the waveform changes gradually.

The digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 converts the digi-
tal signal output from the unequal-interval quantization unit
12 into an analog signal. At that time, the output level of the
converted analog signal is adjusted by the output level adjust-
ment unit 14.

The output level adjustment unit 14 adjusts the output level
of the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 so as to compen-
sate a difference between the predetermined initial transfer
function and the transfer function of the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12. Here, the transfer function of the
unequal-interval quantization unit 12 is defined as a function
expressing the relationship between the input value and the
output value of the unequal-interval quantization unit 12. It is
acceptable to set in advance a transfer function in a case where
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6

the output signal from the encoding unit 11 is quantized by an
equally spaced interval as the initial transfer function, for
example. Moreover, it is also acceptable to set a transfer
function in a case where it is quantized by a sufficiently large
quantization level and equally spaced interval as the initial
transfer function. In this case, the initial transfer function is
expressed as a linear transfer function. The difference
between the initial transfer function and the transfer function
of the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 means a differ-
ence between the output value by using the transfer function
of the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 and the output
value by using the initial transfer function for the same input
signal.

The output level adjustment unit 14 adjusts the output level
of the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 so as to compen-
sate the difference. Here, compensating the difference means
bringing the output level of the analog signal that is obtained
by converting the output value from the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12 by the digital-to-analog conversion unit
13 close to the output level of the analog signal that is
obtained using the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 by
converting the output value from the unequal-interval quan-
tization unit 12 in a case where the initial transfer function is
used. That is to say, the difference between the transfer func-
tion of the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 and the initial
transfer function is compensated by an output level adjust-
ment component by the output level adjustment unit 14.

The output level adjustment unit 14, therefore, adjusts the
interval of the output level for the input value at unequal
intervals. For example, the output level adjustment unit 14
can adjust the output level of the digital-to-analog conversion
unit 13 so that the difference between the transfer function of
the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 and the initial trans-
fer function may have an inverse characteristic to the difter-
ence between the transfer function of the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12 and the initial transfer function.

As a result, the initial transfer function can be obtained by
the combination of the unequal-interval quantization unit 12
and the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 whose output
level is adjusted. In other words, the output signal from the
encoding unit 11 is converted into the analog signal based on
the initial transfer function. Moreover, by being quantized
once by the unequal-interval quantization unit 12, the output
signal from the encoding unit 11 is converted into the analog
signal at higher resolution in the region where a dense quan-
tization level interval is set.

It is unnecessary, however, for the output level adjustment
unit 14 to adjust the output level of the digital-to-analog
conversion unit 13 so as to have the above-mentioned inverse
characteristic precisely. It is only necessary for the output
level adjustment unit 14 to operate so as to obtain a transfer
function approximately equal to an ideal initial transfer func-
tion by means of the combination of the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12 and the digital-to-analog conversion unit
13 whose output level is adjusted.

The modulation unit 15 generates a transmission signal
based on the output signal of the digital-to-analog conversion
unit 13 and transmits it to a transmission line.

The operation of the transmission device 1 configured
above will be described.

First, the encoding unit 11 encodes the input data based on
a predetermined modulation method. Next, the unequal-in-
terval quantization unit 12 sets the unequally spaced quanti-
zation level interval to quantize the output signal based on the
output signal from the encoding unit 11. At this time, it is
acceptable for the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 to set
the quantization level interval in the unequally spaced interval
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s0 as to have more densely spaced interval in a part showing
awaveform for which the regeneration is required with a high
degree of accuracy at the reception side.

Next, the unequal-interval quantization unit 12 quantizes
the output signal from the encoding unit 11 by using the set
quantization level interval with a quantization level number
based on a resolution of the digital-to-analog conversion unit
13.

Next, the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 converts the
digital signal output from the unequal-interval quantization
unit 12 into the analog signal. At this time, the output level
adjustment unit 14 obtains the information concerning the
transfer function from the unequal-interval quantization unit
12. The output level adjustment unit 14 adjusts the output
level of the digital-to-analog conversion unit 13 so that the
difference between the transfer function of the digital-to-
analog conversion unit 13 and the initial transfer function
may have an approximate inverse characteristic to the differ-
ence between the transfer function of the unequal-interval
quantization unit 12 and the initial transfer function.

Next, the modulation unit 15 generates the transmission
signal based on the output signal of the digital-to-analog
conversion unit 13 whose output level is adjusted by the
output level adjustment unit 14 and transmits it to the trans-
mission line.

This is the end of the explanation of the operation of the
transmission device 1.

Next, the effects of the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

The transmission device according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention can resolve the deterio-
ration in transmission characteristics due to lack of the reso-
Iution of the D/A converter in a high speed and large capacity
digital communication.

The reason is because the unequal-interval quantization
unit quantizes the signal obtained by encoding the input data
with the unequally spaced quantization level interval based
on the signal, and then the digital-to-analog conversion unit
converts it into the analog signal. As a result, the transmission
device according to the first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention can improve the effective resolution in the
region quantized by denser quantization level interval in com-
parison with a case where the encoded signal is directly input
into the digital-to-analog conversion unit.

The output level adjustment unit adjusts the output level of
the digital-to-analog conversion unit so as to compensate the
difference from the ideal initial transfer function which is
generated due to the unequal-interval quantization by the
unequal-interval quantization unit. As a result, it is possible to
keep the conversion characteristics approximately equal to
those of the ideal initial transfer function. As mentioned
above, the transmission device according to the first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention can improve the
effective resolution of the D/A converter keeping a high lin-
earity.

The Second Exemplary Embodiment

Next, the second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
drawings. In each drawing referred to in the explanation of the
present exemplary embodiment, the same reference numbers
are used for the same configurations as those in the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention and the
description of the configurations will be omitted.

First, the configuration of a transmission device 10 accord-
ing to the second exemplary embodiment of the present
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invention is shown in FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, the transmission
device 10 includes a DSP 101, a quantization level adjustment
circuit 105, a D/A converter 106, an output level adjustment
circuit 107, a transfer function correction circuit 108, an
output amplifier 109, and a modulator 110. The DSP 101
includes an encoding circuit 102, a waveform shaping opera-
tion circuit 103, and an unequal-interval quantization circuit
104. The DSP 101 is a digital circuit which performs a digital
signal processing in the transmission device 10.

The encoding circuit 102 encodes data input into the DSP
101 according to a modulation method used in the transmis-
sion device 10.

The waveform shaping operation circuit 103 performs a
waveform shaping processing of the signal encoded by the
encoding circuit 102 so that the transmission characteristics
of the transmission device 10 may become preferable. For
example, it is acceptable for the waveform shaping operation
circuit 103 to perform a process for pre-compensating wave-
form distortion generated in a transmission line to the signal
encoded by the encoding circuit 102.

The encoding circuit 102 and the waveform shaping opera-
tion circuit 103 compose an exemplary embodiment of the
encoding unit according to the present invention.

The unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 quantizes the
output signal from the waveform shaping operation circuit
103 at the bit precision corresponding to the bit precision of
the D/A converter 106 connected to the subsequent stage
based on a quantization level interval control signal output
from the quantization level adjustment circuit 105. At this
time, the transfer function of the unequal-interval quantiza-
tion circuit 104 is determined by the quantization level inter-
val control signal from the quantization level adjustment cir-
cuit 105. This transfer function includes the difference from
the preset initial transfer function. Here, the transfer function
of the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 is defined as
afunction expressing the relationship between the input value
and the output value of the unequal-interval quantization
circuit 104.

As the initial transfer function, for example, itis acceptable
to set a transfer function in a case where the quantization is
performed by the equally spaced quantization level interval as
is the case with the first exemplary embodiment. Moreover, it
is also acceptable to set a transfer function in a case where the
quantization is performed by a sufficiently large quantization
level and equally spaced interval as the initial transfer func-
tion. In this case, the initial transfer function is expressed as a
linear transfer function. The difference from the initial trans-
fer function means a difference between the output value by
using the transfer function of the unequal-interval quantiza-
tion circuit 104 and the output value by using the initial
transfer function for the same input signal.

The quantization level adjustment circuit 105 outputs to the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 a quantization level
interval control signal which sets the quantization level inter-
val based on the output signal from the waveform shaping
operation circuit 103. In the present exemplary embodiment,
the quantization level adjustment circuit 105 outputs the
quantization level interval control signals so that they may be
densely distributed in a part where the frequency distribution
is large and they may be sparsely distributed in a part where
the frequency distribution is small based on the amplitude
frequency distribution of the output waveform of the wave-
form shaping operation circuit 103.

The unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 and the
quantization level adjustment circuit 105 compose an exem-
plary embodiment of the unequal-interval quantization unit
of the present invention.
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The D/A converter 106 outputs, through the output level
adjustment circuit 107, the analog signal corresponding to the
value which the signal quantized by the unequal-interval
quantization circuit 104 indicates.

The output level adjustment circuit 107 adjusts the output
level of the D/A converter 106 according to the output level
control signal output from the transfer function correction
circuit 108. For example, the output level adjustment circuit
107 may adjust the output level of the D/A converter 106 by
adjusting a value of a resistor in an R-2R ladder used in a
conventional D/A converter or controlling an output current
addition amount, and the like. In other words, the output level
adjustment circuit 107 corrects the transfer function of the
D/A converter 106.

The transfer function correction circuit 108 outputs, to the
output level adjustment circuit 107, the output level control
signal to correct the transfer function of the D/A converter
106. Specifically, the transfer function correction circuit 108
outputs the signal by which the output level is controlled at the
unequal interval so as to compensate the difference between
the transfer function of the unequal-interval quantization cir-
cuit 104 and the initial transfer function.

Here, the difference between the transfer function of the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 and the initial trans-
fer function depended on the unequally spaced quantization
level interval which is set in the quantization level adjustment
circuit 105. The transfer function correction circuit 108,
accordingly, obtains the information about the transfer func-
tion of the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 from the
quantization level adjustment circuit 105. The transfer func-
tion correction circuit 108 generates the output level control
signal based on the obtained information about the transfer
function. At this time, the transfer function correction circuit
108 generates the output level control signal adjusting the
output level so that the difference between the transfer func-
tion of the D/A converter 106 and the initial transfer function
may become an almost inverse characteristic of the difference
between the transfer function of the unequal-interval quanti-
zation circuit 104 and the initial transfer function.

The transfer function correction circuit 108 need not gen-
erate the output level control signal to compensate the difter-
ence for all points at which the difference between the transfer
function of the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 and
the initial transfer function arises. For example, the transfer
function correction circuit 108 may generate the output level
control signal to compensate a maximum value, an average
value, an integral value, and the like of the absolute value of
the difference between the transfer function of the unequal-
interval quantization circuit 104 and the initial transfer func-
tion.

The output level adjustment circuit 107 and the transfer
function correction circuit 108 compose an exemplary
embodiment of the output level adjustment unit in the present
invention.

The output amplifier 109 amplifies the output signal of the
D/A converter 106 and inputs it into the modulator 110.

The modulator 110 modulates the output signal from the
output amplifier 109 and transmits it as the transmission
signal.

The output amplifier 109 and the modulator 110 compose
an exemplary embodiment of the modulation unit in the
present invention.

The operation of the transmission device 10 configured
above will be described.
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First, the encoding circuit 102 performs the encoding pro-
cess corresponding to a modulation method which is adopted
by the transmission device 10 to the data input into the trans-
mission device 10.

Next, the waveform shaping operation circuit 103 per-
forms various waveform shaping processes to the encoded
signal so that the transmission characteristic of the transmis-
sion device 10 may become suitable. For example, as men-
tioned above, the waveform shaping operation circuit 103
may perform a process to compensate in advance the wave-
form distortion arising in the transmission line. For example,
a case will be described in which a signal output from the
waveform shaping operation circuit 103 has waveforms as
shown in FIG. 3A. Here, FIG. 3B shows an amplitude histo-
gram f(x) of the waveforms shown in FIG. 3A.

Next, the quantization level adjustment circuit 105 outputs
the quantization level interval control signal so that they may
be densely distributed in a part where the value of the histo-
gram f (x) is large and they may be sparsely distributed in a
part where the value of the histogram f (x) is small. The
quantization level interval control signal is a control signal to
quantize the output signal from the waveform shaping opera-
tion circuit 103 by the unequally spaced quantization level
interval as shown in FIG. 3C. In this example, the quantiza-
tion level adjustment circuit 105 generates the quantization
level interval control signal at the interval that is inversely
proportional to the histogram f(x). Further, the quantization
level adjustment circuit 105 supplies the transfer function
correction circuit 108 with the transfer function information
on the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 that is deter-
mined by the quantization level interval control signal.

Next, the transfer function correction circuit 108 outputs to
the output level adjustment circuit 107 the output level control
signal adjusting the output level of the D/A converter 106 so
as to compensate the difference between the transfer function
of'the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 and the initial
transfer function based on the transfer function information.

Next, the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 quan-
tizes the output signal from the waveform shaping operation
circuit 103 based on the quantization level interval control
signal from the quantization level adjustment circuit 105.

Next, the D/A converter 106 converts the digital signal
quantized by the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104
into the analog signal and outputs it through the output level
adjustment circuit 107. As a result, the D/A converter 106 has
a transfer characteristic that has an almost inverse character-
istic to the difference from the initial transfer function that
arises in the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104. That is
to say, by combining the unequal-interval quantization circuit
104 and the output level adjustment circuit 107, the initial
transfer function, which generally has a linear transfer char-
acteristic, can be obtained.

Next, an example of the operation of the unequal-interval
quantization circuit 104 and the quantization level adjustment
circuit 105 will be described in detail.

FIG. 4 shows an example of the output value of the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 to the input value.
In FIG. 4, it is assumed that an amplitude frequency distribu-
tion of the waveform indicated by values a ,,, which are output
from the waveform shaping operation circuit 103 and input
into the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 is approxi-
mately Gaussian distribution. It is also assumed that this
Gaussian distribution is characterized by a dispersion o2 indi-
cating the width of Gaussian distribution. In FIG. 4, the hori-
zontal axis represents the output value a_,, of the waveform
shaping operation circuit 103, and the vertical axis represents
the output value b, of the unequal-interval quantization cir-
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cuit 104. It is assumed that a bit width m of the output value
b,,,, 1s equal to 4 bits corresponding to the input bit precision
of the D/A converter 106.

In FIG. 4, the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104
quantizes a,,, into b, by the unequally spaced quantization
level interval so that b,,,, may become a code b,, which is a
binary number with 4-bits in the example shown in FIG. 3,
when a,,, is greater than or equal to a, and less thana,, |. Here,
the values of a, to a,”™_, represent threshold values of the
quantization level interval when a_,, having a bit width 1 is
quantized into 2™ steps. Hereinafter, quantizing a,,, into b,,,,
will be also represented as quantization mapping.

In FIG. 4, a curve line (i) represents a curve line propor-
tional to values expressed in the following formula (1). A
straight line (ii) represents the initial transfer function. Here,
it is assumed that a linear transfer function in a case where the
quantization is performed by a sufficiently large and equally
spaced quantization level interval is set for the initial transfer
function.

out Fdx =
—FS)2

W aour) =

faom 1 ( (x—FS/2)? ]d (69)
exp| — X
—FspV2n o g 202

In formula (1), f (x) represents a Gaussian distribution
shape in which the output signal value a_,, is expressed as X,
o represents the dispersion of the Gaussian distribution, and
FS (full-scale) represents a value expressing the maximum
output value from the waveform shaping operation circuit
103.

At this time, it is also acceptable for the quantization level
adjustment circuit 105 to determine the output value a, (k=0
to a,”_;) based on a predetermined set value expressing a
waveform status of the output signal from the waveform
shaping operation circuit 103. The predetermined set value
may be the dispersion o2, for example. It is also acceptable for
the dispersion o” to be determined corresponding one-to-one
with a set value concerning a waveform shaping process of
the waveform shaping operation circuit 103. The quantization
level adjustment circuit 105 supplies the determined output
value a, to the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 as the
quantization level interval control signal. The quantization
level adjustment circuit 105 generates the information about
the transfer function of the unequal-interval quantization cir-
cuit 104 and supplies it to the transfer function correction
circuit 108.

It is possible for the quantization level adjustment circuit
105 to determine a value as a, so that a value h(a,) for a, on the
curve line (i) may become an arbitrary value betweenb,_, and
b,.. In order to determine the value a, it is also possible for the
quantization level adjustment circuit 105 to determine a value
of a, by performing a calibration, a training, a feedback con-
trol, and the like so that the eye opening of the output wave-
form of the transmission device 10 or the bit error rate (BER)
may become more suitable.

The waveform (1) shown in FIG. 4 represents a sine wave
as an example of a waveform which is output from the wave-
form shaping operation circuit 103 and input into the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104. The waveform (2)
represents a waveform having traced output values which are
obtained by quantization mapping of the input values
expressed by the waveform (1) by the quantization level inter-
val a, defined as shown in FIG. 4. Thus, it is understood that
the input waveform (1) having the value in an area where the
quantization level intervals a, are densely set is output as the
waveform (2) which is densely quantized.
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Next, an example of the operation of the D/A converter
106, the level adjustment circuit 107, and the transfer function
correction circuit 108 will be described in detail using FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 is a figure to explain analog output amplitudes c,,,,
of'the D/A converter 106 when the output value b, from the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 shown in FIG. 4 is
input into the D/A converter 106. In FIG. 5, the horizontal
axis represents the output value b, of the unequal-interval
quantization circuit 104, and the vertical axis represents the
analog output amplitude c,,, of the D/A converter 106. In
FIG. 5A, the curve line (iii) has an inverse function relation-
ship with the curve line (i) shown in FIG. 4. The D/A con-
verter 106 converts the output value b, of the unequal-
interval quantization circuit 104 into the analog signal and
outputs the analog signal with the amplitude c,,,, through the
level adjustment circuit 107.

At this time, by the adjustment in the level adjustment
circuit 107, the amplitude ¢, is determined corresponding
one-to-one with b_,,, on the basis of the curve line (iii). Here,
since there is an inverse function relationship between the
curve line (i) and the curve line (iii), it is understood that by
the combination of the unequal-interval quantization circuit
104 and the D/A converter 106, a nearly-ideal transfer char-
acteristic, which is a linear characteristic in general, can be
obtained in which the difference from the initial transfer
function is compensated.

The waveform (2) shown in FIG. 5 represents a waveform
tracing the output values from the unequal-interval quantiza-
tion circuit 104 which is input into the D/A converter 106.
Here, the same waveform as the waveform (2) shown in FIG.
4 is expressed as the waveform (2). The analog signal (3)
represents a waveform of the analog signal converted from
the waveform (2) by means of the D/A converter 106 whose
output level is adjusted. Thus, it is understood that the signal
of'the waveform (1) output from the waveform shaping opera-
tion circuit 103 is converted into the analog signal (3) at high
resolution with keeping linearity by being converted once
into the signal with the waveform (2) which is densely quan-
tized by the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104.

Next, the reason why the effective resolution is improved
by the transmission device 10 of the present invention will be
described in detail using FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.

FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B are figures showing quantization
errors in quantizing the input value a,,,,. For comparison, FIG.
6A shows the quantization errors in a case of quantizing a,,,,
by the equally spaced interval, and FIG. 6B shows the quan-
tization errors in a case of quantizing a_,, by the unequally
spaced interval in the unequal-interval quantization circuit
104 according to the present exemplary embodiment. FIG. 6B
shows the quantization errors in the case where a value cor-
responding to a value right in the intermediate between b,_,
and b, is defined as a, on the curve line (i) shown in FIG. 4
when the bit width 1 of the input value a,,, is sufficiently
large.

Here, it is understood that there arise uniform quantization
errors between -2 LSB (least significant bit=14") and +%2
LSBin FIG. 6 A regardless of the magnitude of the input value
a,,, On the other hand, it is understood that in FIG. 6B, the
quantization errors are small for the input values near the
center and become larger for the input values near the edges.
Accordingly, when input values whose amplitude frequency
distribution shows a waveform having an approximate Gaus-
sian distribution as shown in FIG. 3 are input into the unequal -
interval quantization circuit 104 generating the quantization
errors as shown in FIG. 6B, the quantization with a small
quantization error is performed for highly-frequent input val-
ues near the center, and the quantization with a large quanti-
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zation error is performed for low-frequent input values near
the edges. Accordingly, it is understood that the unequal-
interval quantization circuit 104 according to the present
exemplary embodiment is able to reduce the substantive
quantization noise compared with a case where the D/A con-
version process is performed by quantizing with equally
spaced interval as shown in FIG. 6A.

Next, by using FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, the way will be
described more specifically that the quantization noise
becomes smaller by the unequal-interval quantization circuit
104 according to the present exemplary embodiment. FIGS.
7A, 7B, and 7C show images of the quantization error arising
with time. In FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, it is assumed that the
input values a  , are input into the unequal-interval quantiza-
tion circuit 104 which shows the waveform whose amplitude
frequency distribution is high near the center and is low near
the edges.

FIG. 7A is a figure showing an image of the quantization
error arising with time when the output level mapping with an
equal-interval as shown in FIG. 6A is performed by using the
related D/A conversion. In FIG. 7A, it is understood that the
uniform quantization noise arises between -2 LSB and +2
LSB with time.

On the other hand, FIG. 7B is a figure showing an image of
the quantization error arising with time when the output level
mapping is performed by the unequal-interval quantization
circuit 104 and the D/ A converter 106 according to the present
exemplary embodiment as shown in FIG. 6B. It is understood
that in the case shown in FIG. 7B compared with that shown
in FIG. 7A, the frequency of occurrence of quantization error
smaller than +%% LSB is high and the frequency of occurrence
of quantization error larger than %5 LSB is low. Therefore, it
is understood that the transmission device 10 according to the
present exemplary embodiment improves an average power
(for example, a square sum mean) of the quantization error as
shown in FIG. 7C.

Although the explanation has been performed by using
equation (1) in the present exemplary embodiment under the
condition that the amplitude histogram of the input waveform
of the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 has a Gauss-
ian distribution, the input signal into the unequal-interval
quantization circuit 104 is not limited to a signal with a
waveform whose amplitude frequency distribution is Gauss-
ian distribution. The transmission device 10 according to the
present exemplary embodiment does not necessarily perform
the unequal-interval quantization mapping and the output
level adjustment (inverse mapping) based on equation (1). For
example, it is acceptable for the quantization level adjustment
circuit 105 according to the present exemplary embodiment
to set the quantization level interval inversely proportional to
an absolute value g(x)=Idf(x)/dx| of the gradient of the ampli-
tude frequency distribution {(x).

It is also acceptable for the quantization level adjustment
circuit 105 according to the present exemplary embodiment
to set the quantization level interval more densely for an area
in which the waveform sharply changes and more sparsely for
an area in which the waveform gradually changes so as to
perform the D/ A conversion more precisely for the part where
the signal changes fast in order to perform a digital signal
processing for abrupt signal changes.

Next, the effects of the second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention will be described.

The transmission device according to the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention enable the
advanced waveform shaping process at the transmission side
by preventing deterioration in transmission characteristic
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which is caused by insufficient resolution of the D/A con-
verter in a high speed and large capacity digital communica-
tion.

The reason is because the unequal-interval quantization
circuit performs the quantization by more dense quantization
level interval to a part where the regeneration with high accu-
racy at the reception side is required depending on the output
waveform from the waveform shaping operation circuit, the
D/A converter converts the digital signal quantized by the
unequally spaced interval into the analog signal, when the
output level adjustment circuit adjusts the output level of the
D/A converter so as to compensate the difference between the
transfer function of the unequal-interval quantization circuit
and the initial transfer function. By this, it is possible for the
transmission device according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention to improve the effective
resolution of the D/A converter to a part where the regenera-
tion with high accuracy at the reception side keeping a high
linearity in the D/A conversion. As a result, it is possible for
the transmission device according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention to prevent deterioration
in transmission accuracy of the transmission device even
though the physical resolution of the D/A converter is insuf-
ficient which is required for the waveform shaping process
such as a chromatic dispersion pre-compensation process, an
OFDM modulation process, a multi-level modulation pro-
cess, or the like.

Next, another aspect of the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention will be described.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
transmission device 70 according to another aspect of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
Here, in FIG. 8, the transmission device 70 includes a wave-
form monitor 701 in addition to the same configurations as
those of the transmission device 10 shown in FIG. 2. The
waveform monitor 701 composes one exemplary embodi-
ment of the monitor unit of the present invention.

The waveform monitor 701 monitors the output waveform
from the waveform shaping operation circuit 103 and sup-
plies the waveform information to the quantization level
adjustment circuit 105. It becomes possible for the transmis-
sion device 70 having such configuration to obtain the wave-
form information shown by the input value of the unequal-
interval quantization circuit 104 without depending on the set
value of the waveform shaping operation circuit 103. Accord-
ingly, it becomes possible for the transmission device 70
configured like that to control the quantization level adjust-
ment circuit 105 adaptively and more easily even though the
set value of the waveform shaping operation circuit 103 has
changed in order to set the signal transmission characteristic
suitably.

It is acceptable that the waveform monitor 701 is config-
ured to include the function of the quantization level adjust-
ment circuit 105. In this case, the waveform monitor 701 may
supply the quantization level interval control signal to the
unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 and supply the
transfer function information to the transfer function correc-
tion circuit 108 as shown by a dashed line in FIG. 8.

The unequal-interval quantization process and the transfer
function correction process to correct the difference from the
initial transfer function due to the unequal-interval quantiza-
tion mapping in the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention are not limited to the processes shown in
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4. In the second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, it is only necessary for the unequal-
interval quantization process to quantize densely a part show-
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ing the waveform which is required to be reproduced with
high accuracy at the reception side.

The transfer function correction process in the present
exemplary embodiment does not necessarily compensate the
difference from the initial transfer function by the unequal-
interval quantization completely. For example, it is accept-
able for the transfer function correction process in the present
exemplary embodiment to be processes in which the unequal-
interval quantization process to compensate completely the
difference and the transfer function correction process as
shown in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 are slightly adjusted so that the
transmission quality and the error rate at the receiving end
may become suitable based on band characteristics of a trans-
mission line, a dispersion, and the like.

In the second exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it is also acceptable for the output level adjustment unit
of the present invention to be composed of the output ampli-
fier 109 instead of the output level adjustment circuit 107. In
this case, the output level adjustment unit of the present
invention is realized by using a logarithmic amplifier or an
anti-logarithmic amplifier as the output amplifier 109, for
example and adjusting its gain characteristics.

The Third Exemplary Embodiment

Next, the third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to draw-
ings. In the present exemplary embodiment, an example will
be described in which a transmission device transmitting data
through an optical fiber transmission line is applied to the
transmission device of the present invention. In each drawing
referred to in the explanation of the present exemplary
embodiment, the identical reference numbers are used for the
same configurations as those in the first and second exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention and the detailed
description of the configuration will be omitted.

First, a schematic configuration of a transmission device 80
according to the third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention is shown in FIG. 9. In FIG. 9, the transmission
device 80 includes a pre-equalization operation circuit 801
instead of the waveform shaping operation circuit 103 and an
LUT (lookup-table) 802 instead of the quantization level
adjustment circuit 105 compared with the transmission
device 10 according to the second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. Further, the transmission device 80
differs from the transmission device 10 in that it includes a
transfer function correction circuit 808 instead of the transfer
function correction circuit 108, an I/Q modulator 804 instead
of the modulator 110, and it further includes a chromatic
dispersion amount setting circuit 803 and a signal light source
805.

The transmission device 80 includes unequal-interval
quantization circuits 104a and 1045 instead of the unequal-
interval quantization circuit 104 and D/A converters 106a and
the 1065 instead of the D/A converter 106. Further, the trans-
mission device 80 also differs from the transmission device
10 according to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention in that it includes output level adjustment
units 107a and 1075 instead of the output level adjustment
unit 107.

The chromatic dispersion amount setting circuit 803 stores
a chromatic dispersion amount of the optical fiber transmis-
sion line in advance.

The pre-equalization operation circuit 801 performs the
pre-equalization operation in advance to cancel (pre-equalize
or compensate) the waveform distortion due to the chromatic
dispersion applied in the optical fiber transmission line based

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

on the chromatic dispersion amount set in the chromatic
dispersion amount setting circuit 803.

For example, it is possible for an approximate transfer
function of the optical fiber transmission line ignoring a
higher order dispersion to be modeled by exp (jp,w>L/2) (j
represents imaginary unit, (f,: group velocity dispersion
parameter, m: signal light angular frequency, and L: transmis-
sion distance). Accordingly, the pre-equalization operation
circuit 801 performs the pre-equalization operation process
that input data are multiplied by exp (-jf,»>L/2) having
inverse characteristics to the transfer characteristics of the
optical fiber transmission line. By this process, the pre-equal-
ization operation circuit 801 compensates in advance the
waveform distortion arising in the optical fiber transmission
line.

After the signal for which the pre-equalization operation
process is performed is transmitted through the optical fiber
transmission line, it is received having turned a suitable signal
without the waveform distortion at the receiving end. As can
be seen from the fact that the transfer function of the above-
mentioned optical fiber transmission line includes the com-
plex operation, the pre-equalization operation circuit 801 out-
puts two signals of I-ch (In-phase channel) and Q-ch
(Quadrature channel).

Each of the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and
1045 is similar in configuration to the unequal-interval quan-
tization circuit 104 according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. Each of the unequal-
interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045, however, differs
from the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 according
to the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention
in that it outputs values obtained by quantizing the input value
by the unequally spaced interval referring to the LUT 802
instead of basing on the quantization level interval control
signal from the quantization level adjustment circuit 105.
Each of the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and
1045 performs the quantization by the unequally spaced
interval for the signal of I-ch and the signal of Q-ch output
from the pre-equalization operation circuit 801 based on the
LUT 802.

Each of the D/A converters 106a and 1065 is similar in
configuration to the D/A converter 106 according to the sec-
ond exemplary embodiment of the present invention. That is
to say, the D/A converters 106a and 1065 convert the digital
signals output from the unequal-interval quantization circuits
104a and 1045 into the analog signals, respectively.

Each of the output level adjustment units 107a and 1075 is
similar in configuration to the output level adjustment unit
107 according to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. That is to say, the output level adjustment
units 107a and 1076 adjust the output levels of the D/A
converters 1064 and 1065 based on the output level control
signal from the transfer function correction circuit 808,
respectively.

The LUT 802 stores the input value and the output value of
the unequal-interval quantization circuit 104 with interrelat-
ing them in advance. Here, the correspondence relationship
between the input value and the output value stored in the
LUT 802 is interrelated in advance so that the quantization by
the unequally spaced quantization level interval based on the
output waveform from the pre-equalization operation circuit
801 may be realized.

Here, the operation performed in the pre-equalization
operation circuit 801 is determined by the chromatic disper-
sion amount of the optical fiber transmission line set in the
chromatic dispersion amount setting circuit 803. At this time,
if the chromatic dispersion amount of the optical fiber trans-
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mission line is determined, for example, if the above-men-
tioned f3,, w, and L are determined, the operation in the
pre-equalization operation circuit 801 is uniquely determined
and the output waveform from the pre-equalization operation
circuit 801 is also determined. Accordingly, it is possible for
the LUT 802 to store the quantization mapping table for the
input value and the output value corresponding to the set
value in the chromatic dispersion amount setting circuit 803.

Here, FIG. 10 shows an image of an appearance frequency
of'a power, which is proportional to the square of amplitude,
per sampling point of the digital signal for which the pre-
equalization operation is performed by the pre-equalization
operation circuit 801. As shown in FIG. 10, the waveform
shown by the digital signal from the pre-equalization opera-
tion circuit 801 generally has a very large PAPR (peak-to-
average power ratio) which represents a ratio of a signal peak
power to an average power in comparison with a case without
performing the pre-equalization operation. It is acceptable,
therefore, for the LUT 802 to store the quantization mapping
table which is determined based on the amplitude frequency
distribution of the waveform shown by the digital signal from
the pre-equalization operation circuit 801.

The transfer function correction circuit 808 is similar in
configuration to the transfer function correction circuit 108
according to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. The transfer function correction circuit
808, however, differs from the transfer function correction
circuit 108 in that it obtains the transfer function information
on the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045
by referring to the LUT 802 instead of obtaining the transfer
function information from the quantization level adjustment
circuit 105. The transfer function correction circuit 808 out-
puts to the output level adjustment units 107a and 1075 the
output level adjustment signals which adjust the output levels
of the D/A converters 106a and 1065 so that the difference
between the transfer function of the unequal-interval quanti-
zation circuits 104a, 1045 and the initial transfer function
may be compensated.

The output amplifiers 109a and 1095 amplify the output
signals from the D/A converters 106a and 1065, respectively.

The I/Q modulator 804 1/QQ modulates the output light from
the signal light source 805 by the output signals from the
output amplifiers 109a and 1094.

The operation of the transmission device 80 configured
above will be described.

First, the encoding circuit 102 encodes the data input into
the DSP 101 according to the modulation method used in the
transmission device 80. Next, the pre-equalization operation
circuit 801 performs the pre-equalization operation for the
encoded signal to cancel the waveform distortion due to the
chromatic dispersion applied in the optical fiber transmission
line. For example, the pre-equalization operation circuit 801
performs the pre-equalization operation process in which the
input data is multiplied by exp (=jp,®>L/2) that has inverse
characteristics to the transfer characteristic of the optical fiber
transmission line as described above. The pre-equalization
operation circuit 801 outputs two signals of I-ch and Q-ch.

Next, the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and
1045 quantize two signals of I-ch and Q-ch by the unequally
spaced interval by means of performing a quantization map-
ping referring to the LUT 802.

Here, an example of the unequal-interval quantization pro-
cess performed by the unequal-interval quantization circuits
104a and 1045 is shown in FIG. 11. In FIG. 11, a curve line
(iv) represents the transfer characteristic determined based on
the frequency distribution shown in FIG. 10. The unequal-
interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045 perform the
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quantization densely where the amplitude of the output wave-
form from the pre-equalization operation circuit 801 is small
and sparsely where it is large. Thus, the unequal-interval
quantization circuits 104a and 1045 perform the quantization
by unequal-interval based on the frequency distribution of the
amplitude of the waveform which is shown by the output
value a,,,, from the pre-equalization operation circuit 801, and
outputs b,,,,.

Next, the D/A converters 106a and 1065 convert the digital
signals from the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a
and 1045 into the analog signals. The transfer function cor-
rection circuit 808 obtains the transfer function information
on the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045
based on the LUT 802. The transfer function correction cir-
cuit 808 outputs to the output level adjustment circuits 1074
and 1075 the output level adjustment signals by which the
output levels of the D/A converters 106a and 1065 are
adjusted so as to compensate the differences between the
transfer function information on the unequal-interval quanti-
zation circuits 104a and 1045 and the initial transfer function,
respectively. The D/A converters 106a and 1065 output the
analog signals whose output levels are adjusted by the output
level adjustment circuits 107a and 1075, respectively.

Here, FIG. 12 shows the transfer function of the D/A con-
verters 1064 and 1065 whose output levels are adjusted by the
output level adjustment circuits 1074 and 1075. In FIG. 12, a
curve line (v) has the relationship of an inverse function to the
curve line (iv) shown in FIG. 11. Thus, the D/A converters
1064 and 1065 output analog signals with the amplitudes c,,,,
which are determined by the curve line (v) in one-to-one
relationship with b,,,.

Since the curve line (v) has an inverse function relationship
with the curve line (iv), it is understood that the initial transfer
function can be obtained by combining the unequal-interval
quantization circuits 104a, 1045 with the D/A converters
106a, 1065. That is to say, two output signals from the pre-
equalization operation circuit 801 are converted into the ana-
log signals based on the ideal initial transfer function by a
combination between the unequal-interval quantization cir-
cuits 104a, 1045 and the D/A converters 106a, 1065. Further-
more, at the time, two output signals from the pre-equaliza-
tion operation circuit 801 are quantized more densely where
the amplitude of the waveform shown by the value is smaller,
and converted into the analog signals.

Next, the output amplifiers 1094 and 1096 amplify the
output signals from the D/A converters 106a and 1065 whose
output levels are adjusted, respectively. The 1/Q modulator
804 1/Q modulates the output light from the signal light
source 805 by each amplified signal, and transmits it to the
optical transmission line.

The waveform (4) shown in FIG. 11 represents a sine wave
as an example of the output waveform of each signal from the
pre-equalization operation circuit 801. The waveform (5) rep-
resents a waveform shown by the output values which are
obtained by quantization mapping of the input values
expressing the waveform (4) by the quantization level interval
a, defined as shown in FIG. 11. Thus, it is understood that the
waveform (4) having values in the area where the quantiza-
tion level intervals a, are densely set is turned into the wave-
form (5) which is quantized densely, and is output.

The waveform (5) shown in FIG. 11 represents each output
waveform from the unequal-interval quantization circuits
104a and 1045 which is input into the D/A converter 106a or
the D/A converter 1065. Here, as waveform (5), the same
waveform as the waveform (5) shown in FIG. 10 is repre-
sented. Analog signal (6) represents a waveform of the analog
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signal which is converted from the waveform (5) by the D/A
converter 106a or the D/A converter 1065 whose output level
is adjusted.

Thus, it is understood that the signal with the waveform (4)
output from the pre-equalization operation circuit 801 is con-
verted into the analog signal (6) at high resolution keeping
linearity by being converted once into a signal with the wave-
form (5) which is densely quantized by the unequal-interval
quantization circuits 104a and 1045.

This is the end of the explanation for the operation of the
transmission device 80.

A piece of the information stored in the LUT 802 is not
necessarily a table value for realizing the quantization map-
ping as shown in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12. It is acceptable for a
piece of the information stored in the LUT 802 to be a table
value for realizing the quantization mapping which is slightly
adjusted from the quantization mapping shown in FIG. 11 and
FIG. 12 so that the signal quality such as the error rate at the
receiving end may become suitable.

It is possible that the curve line (iv) expressing the transfer
characteristic shown in FIG. 11 is set independently for each
signal of I-ch and Q-ch. In this case, it is acceptable for the
LUT 802 and the transmission function correction circuit 808
to be provided independently for each signal of I-ch and Q-ch.

It is also acceptable for the transmission device 80 accord-
ing to the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion to include the waveform monitor according to another
aspect of the second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention instead of the LUT 802. In this case, the waveform
monitor may be provided independently with respect to each
signal of I-ch and Q-ch. Inthis case, it is only necessary for the
unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045 to per-
form the unequal-interval quantization based on each output
waveform state of I-ch and Q-ch from the pre-equalization
operation circuit 801 which are obtained by the waveform
monitors.

Next, the effects of the third exemplary embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

The transmission device according to the third exemplary
embodiment of the present invention is able to further
improve the effect of the pre-equalization process that the
chromatic dispersion in the optical transmission line is com-
pensated in advance at the transmission side by preventing
deterioration in transmission characteristic which is caused
by insufficient resolution of the D/A converter in the digital
optical communication.

The reason is because the unequal-interval quantization
unit quantizes by unequal-interval each signal of I-ch and
Q-ch output from the pre-equalization operation circuit based
on the signal value, and then, the digital-to-analog conversion
unit converts it into the analog signal. By this, it is possible for
the transmission device according to the third exemplary
embodiment of the present invention to improve the effective
resolution in the area where the quantization is performed by
more densely quantization level interval in comparison with a
case where each signal of I-ch and Q-ch is directly input into
the digital-to-analog conversion unit. And it is because the
output level adjustment unit can maintain the conversion
characteristic nearly equal to the ideal initial transfer function
by means of adjusting the output level of each signal of I-ch
and Q-ch from the digital-to-analog conversion unit so that
the difference from the ideal initial transfer function which is
generated by the unequal-interval quantization in the
unequal-interval quantization unit may be compensated.

As a result, the transmission device according to the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention can improve
the effect of the pre-equalization process by improving the
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effective resolution of the D/A converter even though the
physical resolution of the D/A converter is insufficient which
is required for the pre-equalization process in which the pro-
cess is performed in advance at the transmission side for
compensating the waveform distortion due to the chromatic
dispersion in the optical transmission line.

The Fourth Exemplary Embodiment

Next, the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
drawings. In the present exemplary embodiment, an example
will be described in which the transmission device of the
present invention is applied to a transmission device which
adopts an OFDM modulation and performs data communi-
cation through an optical fiber transmission line. In each
drawing referred to in the explanation of the present exem-
plary embodiment, the same reference numbers are used for
the same configurations as those in the first to third exemplary
embodiments of the present invention and their detailed
description will be omitted in the present exemplary embodi-
ment.

First, a schematic configuration of a transmission device
1200 according to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the
present invention is shown in FIG. 13. In FIG. 13, the trans-
mission device 1200 includes an OFDM encoding circuit
1201 instead of the encoding circuit 102 and the pre-equal-
ization operation circuit 801 and histogram monitors 12064
and the 12065 instead of the LUT 802 compared with the
transmission device 80 according to the third exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. The OFDM encoding
circuit 1201 can include a serial-parallel conversion circuit
(S/P) 1202, a symbol mapping circuit 1203, an IFFT (Inverse
Fast Fourier Transform) circuit 1204, and a parallel-serial
conversion circuit (P/S) 1205.

The OFDM encoding circuit 1201 performs a commonly-
used OFDM encoding process to input data. For example, the
OFDM encoding circuit 1201 parallelizes input data by
means of the serial-parallel conversion circuit (S/P) 1202 and
generates OFDM symbols by means of the symbol mapping
circuit 1203. The IFFT circuit 1204 performs the inverse fast
Fourier transform process on the OFDM symbols and serial-
izes them by using the parallel-serial conversion circuit (P/S)
1205. The OFDM encoding circuit 1201 outputs two signals
corresponding to a real part and an imaginary part.

The histogram monitors 1206a and 12065 monitor the
amplitude frequency distribution of each output waveform
from the OFDM encoding circuit 1201.

The operation of the transmission device 1200 configured
above will be described. First, the OFDM encoding circuit
1201 performs the OFDM encoding on input data and outputs
two signals.

Next, the histogram monitors 1206a and 12065 monitor
each output waveform from the OFDM encoding circuit 1201
and output the information about the amplitude frequency
distribution to the unequal-interval quantization circuits 104a
and 1045. Here, the output waveform from the OFDM encod-
ing circuit 1201 shows similar characteristics to those in the
image shown in FIG. 10 which represents the appearance
frequency of a power, which is proportional to the square of
amplitude, per sampling point. Accordingly, the unequal-
interval quantization circuits 104a and 1045 can perform the
quantization mapping as shown in FIG. 11.

The output level adjustment circuits 107a and 1075 can
adjust the output level as shown in FIG. 12. The transmission
device 1200, therefore, operates as is the case with the trans-
mission device 80 according to the third exemplary embodi-
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ment of the present invention, modulates the analog signals
whose output levels are adjusted, and transmits them as opti-
cal signals.

This is the end of the explanation for the operation of the
transmission device 1200.

Next, the effects of the fourth exemplary embodiment of
the present invention will be described.

The transmission device according to the fourth exemplary
embodiment of the present invention can transmit suitable
signals preventing deterioration in transmission characteris-
tics even though the physical resolution of the D/A converter
is insufficient which is required for the transmission of the
OFDM modulated signal.

The reason is because the unequal-interval quantization
unit quantizes by unequal-interval each signal output from the
OFDM encoding circuit based on the signal value, and then,
the digital-to-analog conversion unit converts it into the ana-
log signal. By this, it is possible for the transmission device
according to the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention to improve the eftective resolution in the area where
the quantization is performed by more densely quantization
level interval in comparison with a case where the output
signal from the OFDM encoding circuit is directly input into
the digital-to-analog conversion unit. And it is because the
output level adjustment unit can maintain the linearity nearly
equal to that of the ideal initial transfer function by means of
adjusting the output level from each digital-to-analog conver-
sion units so that the difference from the ideal initial transfer
function which is generated by the unequal-interval quanti-
zation in the unequal-interval quantization unit may be com-
pensated.

Although the example has been mainly described in each
exemplary embodiment mentioned above in which the
unequal-interval quantization unit performs the unequal-in-
terval quantization mapping based on the amplitude fre-
quency distribution of the output waveform from the encod-
ing unit according to the present invention, it is only
necessary for the unequal-interval quantization unit accord-
ing to the present invention to perform the unequal-interval
quantization mapping based on the output signal from the
encoding unit of the present invention. On this occasion, it is
only necessary for the unequal-interval quantization unit of
the present invention to quantize densely a part of the output
signal from the encoding unit of the present invention which
is required to be reproduced with higher accuracy at the
reception side.

It is possible to combine properly each exemplary embodi-
ment mentioned above.

The present invention is not limited to each of the above-
mentioned exemplary embodiments and can be carried out by
various modes.

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese patent application No. 2011-153154,
filed on Jul. 11, 2011, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CODES

1, 10, 70, 80, and 1200 transmission device
11 encoding unit

12 unequal-interval quantization unit

13 digital-to-analog conversion unit

14 output level adjustment unit

15 modulation unit

101 DSP

102 encoding circuit

103 waveform shaping operation circuit
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104, 1044, 1045 unequal-interval quantization circuit
105 quantization level adjustment circuit

106, 106a, 1065 D/A converter

107, 1074, 1075 output level adjustment circuit
108, 808 transfer function correction circuit
109, 1094, 1095 output amplifier

110 modulator

701 waveform monitor

801 pre-equalization operation circuit

802 LUT

803 chromatic dispersion amount setting circuit
804 I/Q modulator

805 signal light source

12064, 12065 histogram monitor

1201 OFDM encoding circuit

1202 serial-parallel conversion circuit

1203 symbol mapping circuit

1204 IFFT circuit

1205 parallel-serial conversion circuit

What is claimed is:

1. A transmission device, comprising:

an encoding unit encoding input data;

an unequal-interval quantization unit quantizing an output
signal from the encoding unit by a quantization level
number based on a resolution of a subsequent digital-to-
analog conversion unit by using an unequally spaced
quantization level interval based on the output signal;

the digital-to-analog conversion unit converting an output
signal from the unequal-interval quantization unit into
an analog signal;

an output level adjustment unit adjusting an output level of
the digital-to-analog conversion unit so as to compen-
sate a difference between a predetermined initial trans-
fer function and a transfer function of the unequal-inter-
val quantization unit; and

a modulation unit generating a transmission signal based
on an output signal of the digital-to-analog conversion
unit adjusted by the output level adjustment unit.

2. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the encoding unit outputs a plurality of signals
which correspond to an in-phase component and a
quadrature phase component of a signal obtained by
encoding the input data;

the unequal-interval quantization unit, the digital-to-ana-
log conversion unit, and the output level adjustment unit
are provided to each signal corresponding to the in-
phase component and the quadrature phase component;
and

the modulation unit generates the transmission signal
based on output signals from the plurality of digital-to-
analog conversion units.

3. The transmission device according to claim 2,

wherein the encoding unit comprises

an encoding circuit encoding the input data, and

a waveform shaping operation circuit performing a wave-
form shaping of the signal encoded by the encoding
circuit; and

the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the quantization
level interval in an unequally spaced interval based on a
set value concerning a waveform shaping process per-
formed by the waveform shaping operation circuit.

4. The transmission device according to claim 3,

wherein the waveform shaping operation circuit is a pre-
equalization operation circuit which, based on a chro-
matic dispersion amount of an optical transmission line
through which the transmission signal is transmitted,
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performs a pre-equalization process to compensate an
influence of the chromatic dispersion in advance; and

the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the quantization
level interval in the unequally spaced interval based on
the chromatic dispersion amount.

5. The transmission device according to claim 2,

wherein the encoding unit comprises an OFDM (Orthogo-
nal frequency-division multiplexing) encoding circuit.

6. The transmission device according to claim 2,

wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the
quantization level interval in the unequally spaced inter-
val based on an amplitude frequency distribution of a
waveform shown by the output signal from the encoding
unit.

7. The transmission device according to claim 2, further

comprising:

a monitor unit monitoring the output signal from the
encoding unit;

wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the
quantization level interval in the unequally spaced inter-
val based on monitoring results of the monitor unit.

8. The transmission device according to claim 2, further

comprising:

a mapping table interrelating an input value and an output
value of the unequal-interval quantization unit in
advance based on the quantization level interval;

wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit quantizes
the output signal from the encoding unit by the unequal-
interval based on the mapping table.

9. A communication system, comprising;

the transmission device according to claim 2; and

a reception device receiving data transmitted from the
transmission device.

10. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the encoding unit comprises

an encoding circuit encoding the input data, and

a waveform shaping operation circuit performing a wave-
form shaping of the signal encoded by the encoding
circuit; and

the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the quantization
level interval in an unequally spaced interval based on a
set value concerning a waveform shaping process per-
formed by the waveform shaping operation circuit.

11. The transmission device according to claim 10,

wherein the waveform shaping operation circuit is a pre-
equalization operation circuit which, based on a chro-
matic dispersion amount of an optical transmission line
through which the transmission signal is transmitted,
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performs a pre-equalization process to compensate an
influence of the chromatic dispersion in advance; and

the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the quantization
level interval in the unequally spaced interval based on
the chromatic dispersion amount.

12. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the encoding unit comprises an OFDM (Orthogo-
nal frequency-division multiplexing) encoding circuit.

13. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the
quantization level interval in the unequally spaced inter-
val based on an amplitude frequency distribution of a
waveform shown by the output signal from the encoding
unit.

14. The transmission device according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a monitor unit monitoring the output signal from the
encoding unit;

wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit sets the
quantization level interval in the unequally spaced inter-
val based on monitoring results of the monitor unit.

15. The transmission device according to claim 1, further

comprising:
a mapping table interrelating an input value and an output
value of the unequal-interval quantization unit in
advance based on the quantization level interval;
wherein the unequal-interval quantization unit quantizes
the output signal from the encoding unit by the unequal-
interval based on the mapping table.
16. A communication system, comprising;
the transmission device according to claim 1; and
a reception device receiving data transmitted from the
transmission device.
17. A transmission method, comprising the steps of:
encoding input data;
quantizing an encoded signal by a quantization level
number based on a resolution of a subsequent digital-
to-analog conversion process by using an unequally
spaced quantization level interval based on the signal;

in converting an quantized signal into an analog signal,
adjusting an output level of the analog signal so as to
compensate a difference between a transfer function
expressing an unequal-interval quantization and an
initial transfer function set in advance; and

generating a transmission signal based on an adjusted
analog signal.
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